
Brave New World (1932) Society has eliminated pain, conflict, and unhappiness through genetic 

engineering and conditioning. Humans are mass-produced in laboratories and assigned to rigid 

social castes. Free love and drug use (soma) are encouraged to maintain shallow happiness. Family, 

monogamy, and individuality are forbidden as dangerous. Art, literature, and deep emotions have 

been eradicated for social stability. 

 

It Can't Happen Here (1935) A populist demagogue becomes US President by exploiting 

economic fears and patriotic rhetoric. He establishes a fascist dictatorship with paramilitary forces 

terrorizing dissenters. Constitutional rights are suspended under the guise of restoring American 

greatness. Media is controlled, opposition parties banned, and concentration camps built. 

Democracy collapses from within as citizens willingly surrender freedom for promises of security. 

 

Fahrenheit 451 (1953) Books are illegal, and “firemen” burn any discovered to prevent dangerous 

ideas. Citizens are kept passive through wall-sized TV screens broadcasting mindless 

entertainment. Critical thinking and meaningful conversation have disappeared from society. 

People live in constant distraction, unable to remember or reflect deeply. The government 

maintains control by keeping the population intellectually numb and emotionally disconnected. 

 

1984 (1949) A totalitarian Party controls every aspect of life through constant surveillance (“Big 

Brother is watching”). History is constantly rewritten and language is being reduced (Newspeak) 

to make dissent impossible. Even thoughts against the Party are crimes detected by the Thought 

Police. War is perpetual, poverty widespread, and truth is whatever the Party declares. Love, 

privacy, and individual identity are systematically destroyed. 

 


